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To  theWorftiipful  the  Matter 
and  Wardens,  the  Court  of 
Affiftants,  and  the  reft  of 
the  Ingenious  and  Ufefiil 
Society  of  Apothecaries. 


GENTLEMEN, 

N  Obedience  to  your  Commands,  This  Ser- 
1  mon  comes  into  the  World ;  the  SubjeB  I 
'  am  fare  is  V afl  and  Noble,  and  worth  Culti¬ 
vating,  in  an  Age,  where  fo  many  little  Wretches 
are  pointing  their  Wit  againft  their  Makgr,  and 
’picking  Holes  in  his  Creation  and  Providence,  and 
jinking  God  out  of  his  World ;  while  a  Man 
of  ordinary  Depth  and  Geometry ,  finds  it  im- 
pojfible,  that  the  World  jhould  he  Created  by  the 
fame  Laws  it  is  prefervd,  or  that  it  jhould  be 
prefirvd  a  Moment  without  a  Power  Superior 
to  Mechanifm.  I  am  very  fenfible,  1  have 

not 


DEDICATION. 

not  Treated  this  SubjeB  according  to  its  Dignity, 
and  that  it  is  not  to  be  done  in  the  Compafs  of  a 
Difcourfe  upon  this  Occajion,  and  l  mould  ask 
the  Reader's  Candour  in  the  Perufal,  only  l 
could  never  find  a  Reader  the  more  Candid  for 
asking ;  hut  if  1  have  contributed  any  thing  to 
the  Service  of  Religion ,  to  makg  Men  more 
mindful  of  their  Mailer,  while  they  are  fearcR 
ing  into  his  W nl\s,  l  fhall  thinly  my  Pains  ve¬ 
ry  well  hejlow'd  in  Preaching  and  Printing  the 
following  Difcourfe,  at  the  Command  of  Thofe 
I  fland  fo  nearly  Related  to.  I  am  with  all  Re- 
fpe&  and  Duty 

Your  Oblig’d 
and  Humble  Servant, 

William  Reeves . 
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Preach’d  before  the 

APOTHECARIES 


Rom.  i.  19. 

. — —For  God  hath  /hewed  it  to  them. 

TH  E  Scope  of  the  Apoftle  in  this  Chapter, 
is,  to  prove  the  whole  World  under  the 
juft  Condemnation  of  God,  in  order  to 
illuftrate  the  Neceftity  of  Juftiftcation  by  Chrifh 
To  make  good  this  Charge,  He  begins  with  the 
Gentile ,  and  declares  the  Wrath  of  God  to  be  revealed 
from  Heaven  againji  all  Vngodlinejs  and  V  might  ecu f 
nefs  of  Men ,  who  hold  the  Truth  in  Tnrighteoufnefe , 
v.  18.  And  of  fuch  Imprifonment,  or  violent 
Supprefiion  of  the  Truth,  He  argues  them  Guilty 
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in  tlie  Verfe  following  ;  Becaufe  that  which  may  be 
known  of  God ,  is  manifefi  in  them,.  The  Gentiles 
might  Apologize,  that  the  Jews  indeed  were  a  Fa¬ 
vourite-People,  inftrufted  and  fed  from  Heaven, 
under  the  immediate  Polity  of  God,  the  Tuition  of 
Prophets,  and  an  Exorbitant  Courfe  of  Mercy  and 
Judgment,  for  many  Ages,  and  therefore  jnftly  ac¬ 
countable  for  this  Expence  of  prodigious  Informa¬ 
tion;  but  for  themfelves,  they  had  none  of  thefe 
Extraordinaries,  no  fuch  gracious  Showers  of  Food 
and  Inftruftion,  not  one  Exprefs  from  above  con¬ 
cerning  the  Divine  Will,  and  therefore  not  taxable 
for  doing  as  they  did,  under  fuch  a  Power  of  Un¬ 
interrupted  Darknefs.  To  this  felf-indulging  A- 
'  pology  for  Sin,  the  Apoftle  replys,  that  notwith¬ 
standing  they  had  not  luch  a  Meafure  of  Convifti-  .  * 
on,  fuch  a  Profusion  of  Light,  as  the  Jews  had, 
yet  a  Competency  they  had,  fo  much  of  God  was 
knowable  by  them,  as  to  render  their  Practice  in- 
excu fable. - For  God  hath  /hewed  it  to  themy  not  in¬ 

deed  by  exprefs  Revelation,  but  by  very  legible 

Cha rafters  in  Nature, - For  the  imijible  Things  of 

Him  from  the  Creation  are  clearly  feen ,  being  underfiood 
by  the  things  that  are  made ,  even  his  Eternal  Power  and 
God'head  ;  fo  that  they  are  without  Excu/e. 

From  the  Text  in  this  Light,  I  fhall  proceed 
upon  thefe  following  Heads. 


i.  That 


I.  That  Almighty  God  has  given  glorious  Manifefta - 
tions  of  his  God-head  in  the  Works  of  Nature » 
And  therefore, 

II.  That  thefi  Works  are  to  be  Jludied ,  to  glorify  the 
Maker  of  them.  And, 

III.  That  this  Study  of  Nature ,  or  a  fiber  Inquiry 
into  the  Works  of  God ,  is  very  infirumental  to 
Religion. 

I.  The  firft  and  exprefs  Propofition  of  the  Text, 
is,  That  Almighty  God  has  given  glorious  Mam* 
fejiations  of  his  God-head  in  the  Works  of  Nature , 
For  God  hath  Jhewed  it  to  them. 

Whoever  will  give  himfelf  the  Pleafure  to  con¬ 
template  this  beautiful  Syftem  of  Things,  will  find 
it  impolfible  to  commence  Atheift*  from  Contem¬ 
plation  ;  for  he  will  find  fuch  a  Natural  Enthufi- 
afm,  fomething  within  fo  convi&ive  of  a  God, 
and  every  Thing  without  fo  much  above  the  Pow¬ 
ers  of  Mechanifin,  he  will  fee  the  Image  and  Su- 
perfcription,  the  Style  and  Finger  of  Almighty 
Wifdom  upon  every  Creature,  fuch  infinite  Com- 
prehenfion  in  the  Contrivance  of  the  Whole,  and 
the  curious  Adjuftment  of  the  Parts,  fuch  an  ama¬ 
zing  Nicenefs  and  Geometry  in  the  Bulk  and  Di- 
fiance  of  the  Heavenly  Bodies,  and  fuch  a  Super- 
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natural  Gravitation  of  one  upon  another,  that  the 
Fool  only  who  examines  not  the  Demonftration, 
can  fay.  There  is  no  God. 

But  I  confider  the  Perfons  I  am  fpeaking  to, 
and  therefore  (hall  confine  my  felf  chiefly  to  fuch 
Manifeftations  of  a  Deity  in  the  Works  of  Nature, 
as  lie  moil  in  the  way  of  your  Profeffion.  Thefe 
I  conceive  moft  feafonable  at  this  Time,  and  with- 
all  as  moving  Demon  fixations  as  any  in  Nature, 

And  firfl,  If  you  confider  the  Circulation  of  the 
Blood,  you  will  find  a  God  muft  come  into  the 
Confideration,  becaufe  it  is  impoffible  to  be  folv’d 
without  him.  I  fhall  take  for  granted,  notwith- 
ftanding  any  Modern  Attempts  to  the  contrary, 
that  there  is  a  conftant  Expulfion  of  the  Blood 
from  the  Heart  into  the  Arteries,  and  as  conftant 
an  Influx  into  it  out  of  the  Cava ;  the  Heart  moves 
the  Blood,  and  the  Blood  the  Heart;  here  then  is 
a  perpetual  Motion,  by  which  I  underhand  a  con¬ 
ftant  Return  oftthe  fame  Quantity  of  Motion  up¬ 
on  the  firft  Mover,  which  by  the  meer  Laws  of 
Mechanifm,  I  fay  is  impoffible ;  for  the  Motion 
produc’d  in  a  Body,  muft  be  in  Proportion  to  the 
Force  producing  it,  and  the  Body  moving,  being 
continually  refilled  by  the  Air  it  moves  in,  the 
Motion  muft  be  continually  check’d  and  abated  in 
every  Point  of  the  Circle,  and  confequently  can¬ 
not  return  undiminifh’d  upon  the  firft  Mover, 
which  is  neceflary  to  a  perpetual  Motion,  but 
will  fpend  it  felf  by  Degrees  and  be  at  reft.  And 

■  •  in 


in  the  prefent  Cafe,  if  you  go  a  little  farther,  and 
confider  the  motive  Force  of  the  Heart,  and  the 

ObftruTions  the  Blood  muft  meet  with  in  the  Cir¬ 
culation,  you  will  find  your  felves  incompafs’d 
wTith  all  the  Plea fures  of  Admiration,  and  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  Inmfible  Things  of  God  to  be  clearly 
feen  by  this  very  Inftance,  inexplicable  without 
him.  The  motive  Force  of  a  Man’s  Heart  is  by 
Borellus  computed  equal  to  Three  thoufand 
Pounds,  and  the  ObftruTions  to  the  Motion  of 
the  Blood,  equivalent  to  One  hundred  thirty  five 
thoufand  Pounds  ;  fo  that  the  Heart  is  but  as  the 
Power  of  One,  to  the  Refiftance  of  Forty  five, 
and  yet  with  what  equal  Velocity  it  difcharges 
Three  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds  of  Blood  an  Hour, 
in  fpite  of  all  thefe  Obftacles  ? 

Now  has  not  God  fhew’d  himfelf  to  you  here 
with  a  Witnefs  ?  Shew’d  Infinite  Power  and  Wif- 
dom  in  the  Contrivance  and  Execution  of  this 
Work ;  for  the  Circulation  of  the  Blood,  or  the 
perpetual  Motion  of  this  Red  Sea  in  Man,  is  not 
lefs  Wonderful  in  it  felf,  than  the  ftanding  ftill  of 
That  in  the  Wildernefs.  The  Conftancy  of  this 
Courfe  is  lefs  A fton idling  indeed  than  that  Mi¬ 
racle  ;  but  duly  confider’d,  is  not  lefs  Argumen¬ 
tative  of  a  God  ;  for  you  fee  more  Wonders  of 
Wifdom  in  this  Deep,  tho’  Almighty  Power  in 
both,  a  perpetual  Motion  being,  as  I  have  already 
prov’d,  inconliftent  with  meer  Mechanifm,  ’tis  a 
ftrange  Impreffion  upon  Matter  not  naturally  be- 
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longing  to  it,  but  fuper-induc’d  by  that  Almighty 
Hand,  by  which  alone  we  can  thus  Live,  and 
Move,  and  have  our  Being. 

W  hat  a  furprizing  Scene  of  Variegated  Wifdom% 
what  Ravifhing  Inftances  of  Forefight,  what  a 
World  of  Beauty,  Order  and  Proportion,  are  dis¬ 
play'd  in  the  Structure  of  Man  ?  But  this  is  too 
vaft  a  Depth  for  my  Line,  and  the  Limits  of  this 
prefent  Difcourfe,  and  therefore  fhall  not  venture 
in,  but  in  Juftice  to  the  Text,  fhall  keep  my  felf 
only  to  thefe  three  Manifeftations  of  the  Godhead 
in  Nature,  viz.  Senfation  in  general,  and  the  two 
Nobleft  Modifications  of  it,  Hearing,  and  Seeing. 
All  which  are  as  Declarative  of  a  God,  as  can  be 
expected,  fuppofing  fuch  a  Being  to  be  the  Author 
of  them. 

And  firft ,  As  to  Senfation  in  general.  Mr. 
Xet venboeck  found  by  his  Microfcope ,  that  the 
Scarfskin  was  compos’d  of  an  infinite  Quantity  of 
ftnall  Scales;  fo  fmall,  that  a  Grain  of  Sand  would 
cover  about  Two  hundred  of  them,  and  each  of 
thefe  Scales  would  cover  Five  hundred  Duds  of 
the  Miliary  Glands,  fo  that  one  Grain  of  Sand 
will  cover  One  hundred  thoufand  of  thefe  Orifices. 
Into  each  of  thefe  Glands,  there  goes  an  Artery 
Vein  and  Nerve ;  and  then,  Good  God !  What 
an  Infinite  Number  of  infinitely  little  Pipes  are  re¬ 
quir’d  to  be  commenfurate  to  the  Surface  of  the 
whole  Body,  to  make  it  perfpire,  and  grow  and 
feel  in  every  Part,  as  it  mull  do,  for  the  Preferva- 
tion  of  the  Whole  ?  The 
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The  Skin  which  covers  the  Inftruments  of  Sen- 
fation,  might  have  been  as  hard  as  our  Nails,  and 
then  we  had  been  infenfible  of  abundance  of  Im- 
preffions,  we  now  feel  with  Pleafure  ;  or  it  might 
have  been  as  tender  as  our  Eyes,  and  then  we 
Ihould  have  been  perpetually  vext  like  a  Thing  that 
is  Raw ,  we  Ihould  have  fhriek’d  at  the  Hand  of 
our  deareft  Friend,  and  the  Cloaths  we  now  put 
on,  with  fo  much  Complacency,  would  have  been 
as  unwelcome  as  the  drefting  of  a  Blifter,  and  we 
liv’d  in  the  Condition  of  a  Man  flea’d  alive.  But 
the  Great  Geometer,  who  does  every  Thing  in 
Number,  Weight  and  Meafure,  has  moft  accu¬ 
rately  proportion’d  the  feeling  of  his  Creatures  to 
the  Bodies  that  afit  upon  them. 

When  I  confider  thefe  Things,  methinks  I  am 
loft  in  the  moft  delightful  Confufion  ;  who  can 
forbear  crying  out,  O  the  Heigth  and  Depth  of  the 
Divine  Architect !  1  will  praife  thee ,  for  I  am  fearful¬ 
ly  and  wonderfully  made ,  0  Lord  how  manifold  are  thy 
Works !  In  Wifdom  hafl  thou  made  them  all.  For 
what  but  Omnipotence  could  make  a  Creature  of 
fuch  manifold  Complication  ?  What  but  Divine 
Dexterity  could  let  to  Rights,  and  range  with 
that  Nicenefs,  this  numberlefs  Variety  of  Pipes 
invifible,  and  adjuft  this  little  World  of  Organs  to 
the  Great  One  without  ?  For  the  Conftitution  of 
the  Inanimate  World,  muft  be  intirely  comprehen¬ 
ded,  to  make  the  Animal.  So  that  whoever  {hall 
rife  from  a  juft  Confideration  of  the  Humane  Stnn- 
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Shire,  will  find  plenty  of  Reafons  to  conclude,  like 
Jacob  after  his  Vifion,  Surely  the  Lord  is  in  this  Place . 

Thus  much  for  Senfation  in  general ;  proceed  I 
next  to  the  two  fore-mention’d  Modifications  of  it. 
Hearing  and  Seeing. 

Without  Hearing, we  had  been  a  World  of  Mutes, 
making  Signs  at  One  and  Other  ;  the  Jealoufie  and 
Confufion  of  fuch  a  World,  we  may  guefs  at  from 
the  few  unhappy  Figures  of  this  Kind  we  meet 
with  in  it.  By  Hearing,  we  provide  againft  the 
Dangers  we  cannot  fee ;  our  Faffions  are  pleafingly 
difarm’d  by  the  Powers  of  Mufick,  our  Cares  fi- 
lenc’d,  and  the  whole  Man  reftor’d  by  the  nume¬ 
rous  Variety  of  proportion’d  Sounds.  And  if  the 
Difcourfes  of  the  Wife  and  Good,  and  the  Conver¬ 
sation  of  Friends,  have  any  Charm,  ’tis  all  indebt¬ 
ed  to  the  Harmonious  Compofure  of  this  Organ. 

And  as  the  Benefit  is  Great,  fo  is  the  Contri¬ 
vance  Infinite ;  for  how  is  Humane  Underftand- 
ing  quite  fwallow’d  up,  when  it  confiders,  that 
every  Undulation  poffible,  in  this  Fluid  of  Air, 
muft  be  diftindly  comprehended,  to  compofe  and 
fet  this  Inftrument  of  Hearing  to  it  ?  And  what 
an  incomprehenfible  Diver fity  of  Waves  are  rais’d 
by  an  eafy  Motion  of  the  Tongue  only  ?  And  all 
thefe  Fluctuations  in  the  Air,  gather’d  in  by  the 
External  Ear,  and  deriv’d  thro’  many  winding 
Channels  to  the  Brain.  I  (hall  not  enter  upon  the 
Particulars  of  this  Structure,  but  obferve  only 
that  the  Hole  of  the  Ear  is  a  crooked  Tube,  de¬ 
fended 


fended  by  a  glutinous  Matter,  from  the  Invafibn 
of  little  Animals,  which  would  be  greatly  imper¬ 
tinent  and  noify  in  this  Pa  (Page  ;  and  this  and  the 
other  Meandrous  Channels  are  form’d  fo  crooked, 
with  admirable  Defign,  to  break  the  Force  of  the 
Air,  and  proportion  the  Impulfe  to  the  Organs 
it  dr  ikes  upon  ;  whereas,  were  all  the  Ways  di¬ 
rect  and  open,  a  Whifper  would  found  as  (hock¬ 
ing  as  the  High  Wind,  (hatter  the  Machin,  and 
ftrike  us  Deaf,  as  now  we  find  too  great  and  dif- 
proportion’d  Sounds  are  apt  to  do,  notwith (land¬ 
ing  thefe  various  Turnings  and  All-wife  Provifions 
aeainft  it.  Now  He  that  hath  Ears  to  hear,  let  him 
hear  ;  and  fell  me,  what  Faults  he  can  find  in  this 
Fabriek  for  a  God  to  mend,  and  fo  ad  juft  it  better 
than  it  is,  to  the  Service  of  rhe  Animal  Vorld; 
and  (hall  not  He  then,  who  made  the  Far,  (hall 
not  he  hear  ?  Shall  we  deem  it  a  Piece  of  Wifdcm 
in  our  felves.  to  understand  a  little  of  this  Organ, 
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when  made,  and  yet  conclude  there  went  no  Wif- 
dom  to  the  making  of  it  ? 

And  laftly,  For  the  S^nfe  of  Seeing.  I  need 
not  mention  the  Ufe  and  Pleafure  of  this  Sente, 
nor  the  fad  Eftate  of  fuch  Perfons,  to  whom  Day 
and  Night  are  both  alike  >  but  as  it  is  the  mod  de- 
firable,  fo  does  it  feem  the  mod  wonderful  of  the 
Senfes;  and  of  which  it  may  Emphatically  be  (aid,. 
This  is  the  Lord’s  Doing,  and  it  is  Marvelous  in  our 
Eyes.  For  what  can  ftrike  a  more  pleafing  Ado- 
nidi  ment  thro’  the  Soul  of  Man,  than  that  the 

Particles 
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Particles  of  Matter,  which  compofe  this  Body  of 
Light,  fhould  be  fram’d  fo  infinitely  Fine,  that  fo 
many  Millions  of  Particles  of  this  fubtil  Fluid, 
continually  ftreaming  from  every  Point  of  luminous 
Objects  upon  the  Pupilla,  fhould  be  tranfmitted 
infenfibly  thro’  the  .feveral  Coats  and  Humours, 
and  the  Refractions  all  united  on  the  Fund  of  the 
Eye,  and  there  the  Radiant  Pencils  defcribe  the 
Situation,  Figure,  Magnitude,  Motion,  Diftance 
and  Colour  of  fo  many  Bodies,  with  fuch  Accura¬ 
cy  and  DiftinCtnefs,  and  in  a  Room  fo  prodigioufly 
little.  And  a  farther  Manifeftation  yet  of  the 
Fruitfulnefs  of  the  Divine  Wifdom,  is,  That 
ftrange  Variety  of  Eyes  among  the  feveral  Species 
of  Creatures,  and  all  adapted  to  the  different  Con¬ 
cerns  of  each  Kind  in  the  mod  advantagious  man¬ 
ner,  and  with  the  mod  perfect  Art  imaginable. 
Now  in  an  Organ  fo  compounded  of  a  Contexture 
fo  fine,  and  fo  curioufly  wrought,  and  fo  juftly  put 
together,  and  where  the  leaft  Error  in  the  Convex¬ 
ity  ot  the  Cryftallin  Humour,  or  the  Diftance  of 
the  Retina,  would  oo^fion  fuch  Fatal  Mifrepre- 
fentations,  and  all  thefe  Errors  in  Villon  fo  wifely 
avoided,  and  among  the  infinite  Ways  of  miftak- 
ing,  the  only  Right  one  pitch’d  upon,  and  with 
that  conftant  ExaCtnefs  and  Variety,  according  to 
the  feveral  Exigences  of  the  different  Kinds  of  Crea¬ 
tures  ;  if  thefe  Things,  I  fay,  do  not  exprefs  a  God, 
I  cannot  conceive  how  a  God,  fuppofing  him  to 
exift,  can  exprefs  himfelf  by  the  Operation  of  his 
Hands.  Thefe 
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Thefe  are  fome  fewSamples  from  the  whoIeWorld 
of  that  Eternal  Power  and  Godhead  that  made  it ;  Ar¬ 
guments  properly  ad  Homines,  fuch  wherein  God  has 
fhew'd  himfelf  to  you  in  a  more  efpecial  manner,  to 
you  who  are  brought  up  under  thefe  Natural  Won¬ 
ders,  and  intrinfick  with  them ;  and  tho’  Familia¬ 
rity  with  fome  Things  may  juftly  breed  Contempt, 
yet  thofe  of  Nature  will  bear  the  Teft  for  ever ; 
and  every  new  Advancement  rewards  the  Inquirer 
with  new  Incomes  of  Pleafure,  and  opens  the  molt 
entertaining  Scenes  of  Wifdom  incomprehenf  ble ; 
infomuch,  that  tho’  Atheifm  in  any  Perfon  is  too 
monftrous  to  admit  of  Colouring,  yet  an  Atheijlical 
Profeffor  of  Phyfick,  is  to  me ,  of  all  Men ,  left  the  mofi 
without  Excufe.  For  the  Hand  of  the  Divine  Ar- 
tift  comes  out  much  more  exprefly  in  the  Structure 
of  Man,  than  it  once  did  upon  Belfbazzars  Wall, 
and  is  intelligible  at  firft  Sight,  without  the  Affift- 
ance  of  a  Prophet,  which  makes  me  conclude  this 
fcurvy  Imputation  upon  that  Venerable  Body  of  Men , 
to  be  as  Falfe,  as  it  is  Unreafonable.  Now  God 
being  All  in  All,  and  feeing  every  Thing  in  him¬ 
felf  before  the  Creation,  and  having  copy’d  out  his 
Eternal  Ideas  in  time,  and  cloath’d  them  with  the 
Natures  that  make  up  the  World,  and  having 
printed  his  Infinite  Power,  Wifdom  and  Goodnefs 
upon  all  his  Creatures,  the  End  of  all  this  mull  be 
for  the  Glory  of  thefe  Attributes;  but  Rational 
Creatures  only  are  capable  of  giving  this  Glory, 
and  Singing  Praifes  with  Vnderfanding  ;  and  this  we 
cannot  do,  without  ftudying  the  Works  we  praife 

C  him 
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him  for.  This  therefore  is  our  Duty,  our  reafona- 
ble  and  delightful  Service,  the  Ufury  God  experts 
for  his  Talent  of  Wit,  and  that  which  we  alone 
here  below  are  qualify ’d  to  pay ;  which  brings  me 
to  the  fecond  General,  viz. 

II.  That  the  Works  of  God  are  to  be  Jludy  d^  in  or - 
der  to  Glorify  the  Maker  of  them. 

Suppofing  the  World  to  be  a  Chance-Cad:  only, 
and  not  the  I ffue  of  Almighty  Wifdom,  there  might 
be  fome  Reafon  to  conclude  a  Philofopher,  the 
mod  ridiculous  Animal  in  Nature,  for  wearing  out 
the  Glofs  of  Life,  and  flaring  away  his  good  Days 
among  Quadrants  and  Telefcopes,  Furnaces,  Air- 
Pomps,  ifyc.  and  over-looking  Riches  and  Ho¬ 
nours,  and  all  the  foft  and  glittering  Schemes  of 
Living,  for  the  lamentable  Spoils  of  a  difputable 
Victory  of  being  but  perhaps  Mafter  of  a  Thing  or 
two  in  Nature,  blindly  jumbl’d  together  by  a  cer¬ 
tain  Power,  1  know  not  what,  without  any  Wif¬ 
dom  or  Contrivance  belonging  to  it :  But  granting 
an  All-wife  Being  to  be  the  Builder  of  the  W odd, 
the  Reafons  are  very  ftrong  for  the  Study  of  it, 
both  from  Nature  and  Revelation.  For  by  Nature 
we  feem  appointed  for  this  Study,  not  only  by  a 
Faculty  of  Reafon,  but  by  the  Satisfactions  inter¬ 
woven  with  the  Study,  which  are  Nature’s  Wages 
for  the  Work ;  and  being  plac’d  in  a  World  fet  e- 
very  where  thick  with  the  Wonders  of  its  Maker, 
and  having  an  innateCuriolity  urging  on  tolnquiry 

and 
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and  Experiment,  we  may  ftrongly  infer  from  thefe 
Indications, that  we  are  defign’d  by  the  make  of  our 
Nature  to  ftudy  the  W orks  of  him  that  made  us. 

Befides,  we  feel  in  our  felves  an  ardent  Defire 
of  Praife  and  Glory ;  the  Paffion  burns  continu¬ 
ally,  and  has  the  lame  Addon  upon  the  Moral 
World,  as  the  Sun  upon  the  Natural;  it  gives  Life 
and  Birth  to  the  Nobleft  Defigns,  and  fupports 
them  incredibly,  and  is  ftronger  than  Death.  Now 
the  Praifes  we  l'o  pafiionately  exped  our  felves,  for 
Praife- worthy  Adions,  we  feel  we  cannot  in  Ju- 
ftice  deny  to  others,  upon  as  good  or  better  Grounds* 
God  therefore  who  ads  for  his  own  Glory,  and 
who  alone  is  worthy  to  be  Praifed,  and  who 
breath’d  this  Fire  into  our  Conftitution,  and  with- 
all  this  Notion  of  Juftice,  muft  intend  this  Provifi- 
on  for  his  own  Honour,  to  make  himfelf  the  Sum 
and  Center  of  all  Praife  and  Glory.  In  this  Cafe, 
we  may  well  argue  from  a  Difpofition  to  a  Habit, 
from  a  Power  of  Praifing,  to  an  Obligation  of  the 
Ad,  especially  when  we  have  God’s  exprefs  Word 
fo  often  for  it.  The  Pfalmift  concludes  with  a 
Command  to  every  Thing  that  hath  Breath  to  Praife 
the  Lord ;  and  the  fame  Pfalmift  direds  thefe  Praifes 
to  be  fung  with  Vndtrfianding ,  Pf.  47.  v.  7.  and  yet 
he  fummons  in  the  Inanimate  World  to  Celebrate 
their  Maker,  P/7148.  Praife  him  Sun  and  Moon, 
Praife  him  0  ye  Stars  and  Light ,  Mountains  and  all 
Hills ,  Fruitful  Trees  and  all  Cedars.  But  thefe  are 
mute  Perfons  in  this  great  Drama,  and  fpeak  by 
their  Mouths  only,  who  think  it  their  Duty  to  be- 
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flow  fortie  Reflexions  upon  the  Wifdom  of  their 
Maker  ;  for  he  who  comprehends  nothing  of  the 
Beauty  and  Defign  in  thefe  Things,  is  not  much 
fitter  to  praife  the  Maker  of  ’em,  than  the  Things 
themfelves ;  and  therefore  ’tis  we  who  are  call’d  up¬ 
on  by  the  Bfalmift,  to  ftudy  the  Power,  the  Wif¬ 
dom  and  Goodnefs  of  God  in  the  Creation  of  thefe 
Things,  and  from  thence  to  make  ’em  the  To- 
picks  of  a  Reafonable  Praife  and  Thanksgiving. 
He  who  contemplates  the  Sun  feated  in  the  Center, 
and  like  our  indulgent  Ruler  on  the  Throne,  Alin¬ 
ing  upon  all  with  proportion’d  Bleflings,  and  confi- 
ders  that  unaccountable  Power  of  AttraXion  fo  ad- 
jufted  to  his  Bulk,  as  to  keep  the  feveral  Planets 
and  their  Attendants  in  a  regular  Obedience  and 
Motion  about  him,  and  that  after  burning  fome 
thoufands  of  Years,  after  fuch  Extent  of  Time,  and 
Intenfenefs  of  Heat,  he  continues  as  much  a  Giant, 
as  Warm  and  Politick,  as  the  firft  Day  he  began 
his  Courfe,  and  withall  examines  the  Incomprehen- 
fible  Subtilty  and  Swiftnefs  of  his  Light,  that  it  is 
refiftable,  and  therefore  a  Body,  and  yet  a  Body  fo 
infinitely  Fine,  that  the  largeft  Torrent  of  Rays  is 
reducible  to  a  Point,  and  that  his  Light,  or  the 
Wings  of  the  Morning,  as  the  F  falmift  calls  it,  fly 
down  to  us  in  about  ten  Minutes,  which  a  Cannon 
Bullet  would  be  twenty  five  Years  a  going,  with, 
the  fame  V elocity  it  is  at  firft  difcharg’d  with,  and 
like  wife  refieXs  upon  the  llfefulnefs  of  this  fwift 
and  fubtle  Fluid,  for  "V ifion,  Heat,  Motion,  fgc. 
He  who  obferves  the  Bulk  and  Situation  of  the 
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Moon,  that  was  fhe  bigger  or  nearer,  or  lefs  or 
farther  off,  our  Tides  would  rife  above  ourHoufes, 
or  fubiide  into  a  ftinking  Puddle ;  He  alfo,  who  is 
fo  much  a  Philofopher,  as  to  fee  that  Mountains 
and  Hills,  are  not  the  ghafily  Fragments  of  the  Deluge , 
the  unfeemly  and  barren  Lumps  of  a  ruinous  World ,  but 
that  they  breed  our  Minerals,  and  treafure  up  our 
Waters,  and  occation  all  our  Rivers,  for  the  Sup¬ 
port  of  the  Vegetative  and  Animal  World.  And 
laftly,  He  that  ftudioufly  looks  over  the  Variety  of 
fruitful  Trees  and  Cedars ,  Trees  for  -Food  and  Few- 
el,  for  Pleafure  and  Medicine,  for  Building  and 
Shipping,  &c.  He  who  has  confider’d  thefe  and  a 
thoufand  other  Admirables  belonging  to  ’em  ; 
This,  this  is  the  Man,  who  glorifies  his  Maker,  by 
Singing  his  Fraifes  with  Vnderjlanding ,  who  burns 
with  Light  as  well  as  Paffion,  when  he  cries  out 

with  Davidy - Fraife  him  Sun  and  Moon ,  Fraife  him 

0  ye  Stars  and  Light , - Mountains  and  all  Hills , 

Fruitful  Trees  and  all  Cedars. 

However  fome  Men  may  Canonize  Ignorance, 
for  theMother  of  Devotion,  for  Reafons  in  the  Poc¬ 
ket,  and  not  in  the  Nature  of  the  Thing;  yet  the 
Admiration  of  the  Ignorant,  is  but  like  the  Blind 
Man’s  Commendation  of  a  Beauty ;  it  is  fuch  infi- 
pid  Incenfe,  that  a  wife  Perfon  delights  not  in  the 
Offering.  Praife  from  a  Judge  of  Praife-worthy 
Actions,  is  indeed  Spirit  of  Life,  and  more  Pre¬ 
cious  than  all  the  fuliom  Ointment  of  Popular 
Commendation.  Pretenders  and  Quacks  may  feed 
upon  fuch  grofs  Breath ;  but  the  Sons  of  Art  love 
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their  Medicines  jbould  be  view'd,  their  Practice  exa¬ 
min’d,  and  their  Names  perfum’d  by  the  Under- 
Hand  ingFevv  ;  and  therefore  we  may  conclude  from 
our  felves,  that  meer  Lip-Service,  or  a  bare  Con- 
feffion,  that  God  is  infinitely  Powerful,  Wife  and 
Good,  is  not  the  acceptable  Sacrifice,  but  to  illu- 
ftrate  thefe  Perfections  from  the  Works  of  Nature, 
and  upon  Principles  to  demonftrate,  how  the 
Heavens  declare  the  Glory  of  God ,  and  the  Firmament 
Jheweth  his  Handy-work. 

It  is  with  God’s  Works,  as  with  his  Word.  He 
who  ftudies  the  Holy  Scriptures,  will  be  moft  fen- 
fible  of  the  Beautiful  Oeconomy  of  our  Redemp¬ 
tion;  and  he  who  ftudies  the  World,  will  form  the 
worthieft  Ideas  of  God,  in  his  Works  of  Creation 
and  Providence ;  and  confequently  this  muft  be 
the  moft  grateful  and  becoming  way  of  Glorifying 
the  Maker  and  Preferver  of  all  Things,  that  a  Bru- 
tifti  Incuriofity,  or  a  ftupid  Neglect  of  the  Study 
of  Nature,  where  proper  Means  are  afforded  for 
it,  is  highly  difpleafing  to  God,  we  may  guefs  at  a 
little  from  what  we  feel  in  our  felves;  for  when 
we  have  brought  forth  any  Work  of  Wifdom,  or 
with  much  Pain  and  Travel  finish’d  only  a  beauti¬ 
ful  Hypothefis,  do  not  we  find  a  chilling  Difplea- 
fure  run  thro’  our  Veins  at  the  total  NegleCt  of  it  ? 
And  is  not  the  Great  Man  angry  at  the  taking  no 
Notice  of  his  fine  Houle  and  Gardens  ?  And  there¬ 
fore  we  may  well  conclude,  that  Almighty  God, 
who  madeMan  after  his  ownlmage,and  put  him  in¬ 
to  a  World  ready  furnifti’d,  with  all  the  Neceffaries 
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and  Pleafurables  of  Life,  and  gave  him  the  Domi¬ 
nion  of  all  his  Creatures,  we  may  well  conclude,  I 
fay,  that  this  infinitely  Wife  and  Beneficent  Be¬ 
ing,  mull:  needs  take  it  extremely  ill  at  the  Hands  of 
his  own  Image,  a  Creature  he  has  done  fo  much  for, 
to  fee  him  pals  away  his  Time  like  the  great  Le¬ 
viathan,  with  the  fame  Incogitancy  of  the  Beafts 
that  perifli,  with  the  Harp  and  the  Viol ,  the  Tabret 
and  the  Pipe  in  his  Feafls ,  and  not  regarding  the  Work 
of  the  Lorf  nor  con  fidering  the  Operation  of  his  Hands. 

The  Sum  of  what  I  have  been  advancing  upon 
this  Head.,  concerning  our  Obligation  to  the  ctudy 
of  Nature,  in  fhort  is  this,  l'h-n  this  World  being 
a  glorious  Rxpreffibn  of  the  Divine  Power,  Wif- 
dom  a n d  Goodnefs,  and  thefe  Attributes  not  poffi- 
ble  to  be  given,  but  by  Rational  Creatures  only, 
and  by  thole  neither  without  fome  Knowledge  in- 
the  Excellency  of  the  Workmanlhip,  nor  this 
Knowledge  to  be  had  without  a  ftudious  Inquiry 
into  the  Contrivance  and  Structure  of  Things,, 
The  Inference  of  the  fecond  Propofition  is  juft  and 
ftrong,  That  the  Works  of  Nature  are  to  be  jiudyd, ,  in 
order  to  Glorify  the  Maker  of  ' 'em  ’  not  that  Men  are 
oblig’d  to  be  all  Philofophers,  in  fpite  of  Nature 
and  Fortune,  but  in  Proportion  to-  their  Talents, 
and  the  Station  they  are  plac’d  in  by  Providence  ; 
and  fince  your  Calling  neceflarily  leads  you  into 
the  feveral  Kingdoms  of  Nature,  let  me  prefume  to 
remind  you  thus  far  only,  That  while  you  make 
the  Wifdom  of  God  your  Objedf,  and  his  Glory 
and  the  Good  of  Mankind  your  End,  you  Confe- 
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crate  your  Profeflion,  and  will  bring  down  Blef- 
fings  upon  your  felves,  and  your  Society,  and  be¬ 
come  truly  Chriftian  Virtuofi.  And  next  to  the 
Study  of  the  Scriptures,  that  of  Nature  is  the  moft 
ravifhing  Employment  on  this  fide  Heaven ;  and 
were  but  the  Children  of  Plenty ,  before  their 
Minds  are  diffipated  by  Pleafure,  their  Judgments 
difcolour’d  by  falfe  Ideas  of  Gallantry,  and  their 
Paffions  ftrengthend  by  Indulgence;  were  they 
but  brought  up,  I  fay,  to  a  Patience  of  Thinking, 
and  fufficiently  fubmitted  to  the  Severities  of  Ge¬ 
ometry,  and  upon  this  Stock  furnifh’d  with  Expen- 
ces  for  Experiment,  for  diving  into  the  Structure 
of  Things,  and  examining  Nature  by  Principles 
Methematical ;  was  our  Noblefs  and  Gentry  but 
inur’d  to  this  Real  and  Subftantial  Philofophy,  we 
fhould  hear  of  fewer  Atheifts,  lefs  of  folitary  and 
empty  Greatnefs,  lefs  of  Pride  and  Luxury,  and 
the  fad  Confequences  of  united  Riches  and  Igno¬ 
rance  ;  and  we  fhould  find  more  Humility  and  De¬ 
votion,  more  ufeful  Wifdom,  more  free  and  unde- 
figning  Commerce  and  a  better  habitable  W orld  in 
all  Refpedfs,  which  brings  me  to  the  laft  Thing 
propos’d,  viz. 

III.  That  a  Studious  Sober  Inquiry  into  the  Works  of 
Nature^  is  very  Infirumental  to  Religion. 

And  it  is  Infirumental  in  thefe  two  Refpedts ;  in 
fupporting  the  Notion  of  a  God,  and  in  promoting 
the  practical  Duties  of  Religion.  For  the  firft,  I 

may 
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may  venture  to  fay,  that  Real  Philofophy,  and 
Speculative  Atheifm,  can  dwell  together,  no  more 
than  Light  and  Darknefs.  The  Fool  indeed,  who 
fets  up  for  Atheifm,  fets  up  in  a  Philofopher’s 
Cloak,  under  a  Pretext  and  Colour  of  Reafon,  but 
’tis  meer  Cloak  and  Appearance;  for  you  may  ob- 
ferve,  the  Youth  begins  to  fay  there  is  no  God ,  about 
one  and  twenty  Years  of  Age,  a  Time  when  Rea¬ 
fon  is  weak,  his  Guardians  difmifs’d,  his  Paffions 
pufhing  in  their  full  Strength,  and  the  Eftate  with¬ 
in  Reach  of  his  Appetites  ;  and  having  faithfully 
ferv’d  his  Lulls  for  fome  Years,  and  loving  his  Ma~ 
jler,  his  Ears  are  bor'd ^  and  he  becomes  a  willing  Slave 
for  ever :  And  now  he  is  fewing  Fig-leaves  together 
to  cover  his  Shame,  and  taking  up  with  any  thing 
that  makes  for  his  Party,  and  fades  with  his  Paffi- 
on,  and  overlooking  the  reft ;  and  thus  what  was 
begun  in  Weaknefs,  and  continu’d  in  Heat,  is  at 
length  juftify’d  by  Argument ;  for  every  Man  is 
willing  to  find  fome  Reafon  or  other  for  being  a  Fool. 

But  they  now,  who  go  down  to  the  Springs  of 
Nature,  Thefe  Men  fee  the  Works  of  the  Lord ,  and  his 
Wonders  in  the  Deep.  They  fee  fuch  Inconfiftences 
with  Mechanifm,  fuch  a  frugal  Simplicity  in  the 
Caufes,  and  fuch  amazing  Variety  and  Finenefs  in 
the  Effedts,  that  they  cannot  ftudy  the  Characters, 
but  they  mull  acknowledge  the  Hand. 

Could  we  imagine  the  Accident,  that  a  Compa¬ 
ny  ofBotanifts  in  the  way  of  Simpling,  fhould  light 
upon  a  Watch,  in  looking  for  a  Plant,  and  withal 
perfedt  Strangers  to  the  Nature  of  Clock-work,  we 
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might  expert  fach  kind  of  Reafonings  would  arife 
about  this  little  Machine,  as  about  the  Great  one  of 
the  World.  One  perhaps  would  graze  his  Eyes  up¬ 
on  the  Beauty  of  the  Cafe  only,  without  the  trou¬ 
ble  of  Reflection  :  Another  would  open  the  Curio- 
fity,  and  confult  its-Entrails,  but  little  attending  to 
the  Deflgn  ;  and  feeing  a  feeming  Contrariety  in 
the  Motion  of  the  W  heels,  would  argue  it  to  be  a 
Work  of  Chance,  indented  and  wrought  by  the 
Teeth  of  Time.  A  Third  would  roundly  con¬ 
clude  the  Trinket  from  all  Eternity  ;  but  a  Fourth 
more  Philofophical  than  the  reft,  poring  out  the 
Defign  by  the  Indication  of  the  Hand,  and  obfer- 
ving  the  curious  Adjuftment  of  all  the  Springs  and 
Movements  for  the  Regulation  of  Time,  and  with¬ 
al  its  Dependance  upon  an  extrinfick  Power,  to 
wind  it  up  and  preferve  it  in  Motion.  Obferving 
thefe  Things,  1  fay,  he  would  exclude  Chance  and 
Eternity  Irom  the  Work,  and  fit  down  under  the 
the  Pleafure  of  Demonftration,  that  the  Engine  was 
contriv’d  and  put  together  in  Time,  by  a  wife  Ar¬ 
gent,  and  ftands  in  need  of  Providence,  and  a  help¬ 
ing  Hand  from  without  to  keep  it  in  Order.  Thus 
it  is  in  the  Works  of  God;  the  Naturalift  difcovers 
by  his  Glaffes  an  inimitable  Finenefs  and  Embroi¬ 
dery  in  the  Contexture  of  every  Plant,  and  the  Ve¬ 
getative  Motion  more  prodigioufly  unaccountable 
and  nice,  than  that  of  a  Watch.  He  finds  like- 
wife  a  perpetual  Motion  in  every  Animal,  and 
withal,  Reafons  to  conclude  the  Organs  not  only 
actually  Infinite,  but  aifo  a  Neceffity  of  being  form’d 
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all  at  once,  to  make  an  Animal,  as  in  a  Watch 
they  need  not.  He  fees  a  conftant  Uniformity  in 
all  the  Operations  of  Nature,  infinitely  more  con- 
duflve  again  ft  Chance,  than  a  Man’s  throwing  the 
fame  Variety  of  Numbers  upon  ten  thoufand  Dice, 
tern  thoufand  times  together  ;  and  whither  tend 
thefe  Noble  Difcoveries  in  Nature,  but  to  fecure 
the  Notion  of  a  God  upon  Grounds  inconteftable  ? 
For  tho’  a  little  Philofophy  may  make  an  Atheift, 
a  great  deal  mail  overturn  him.  An  Inftance  of 
this  you  have  in  your  Father  Galen^  who  feem’d  for 
a  time  in  Sufpence  about  the  Being  of  a  God,  till 
Anatomy  let  him  into  the  Animal  World,  and  o~ 
peu’d  the  Cabinet  and  Secrets  of  Nature,  and  then 
the  Rarities  of  the  Structure  gave  a  Shine,  that 
pierc’d  him  like  Lightning  irrefiftable ;  the  Divine 
Wifdom  prefen  ted  it  felf  in  a  manner  fo  affeCting, 
that  he  fell  down  before  the  Evidence,  and  fang 
Praiiesto  the  God  who  fo  wonderfully  made  him. 
Thus  the  Study  of  Nature  ferves  Religion,  by  fup- 
porting  the  Notion  of  a  God,  which  is  the  Foun¬ 
dation  of  it ;  for  the  Atheift  has  nothing  to  cover 
himfelf,  but  the  Cloak  of  Philofophy ;  and  \vhen 
we  pull  off  this,  and  engage  him  upon  his  own  Prin¬ 
ciples,  and  prove  the  Production  of  every  Creature 
above  the  Powers  of  Mechanifm,  we  turn  his  Ar¬ 
tillery  upon  himfelf,  and  cut  off  the  Monfter’s  Head 
with  his  own  Sword ;  and  it  not  only  fupports  the 
Notion  of  a  God,  but  alfo  in  the  la  ft  Place,  pro¬ 
motes  the  great  Duties  of  Practical  Religion. 

D  2,-  The 
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The  Study  of  Nature  is  apt  to  kindle  and  keep 
alive  a  conftant  Senfe  of  God  upon  the  Mind ;  For 
the  Inui fible  Things  of  God ,  fays  the  Apoflle^  are  clearly 
feen  by  the  Things  that  are  made  *  and  this  awful  Vi- 
fion,  or  Prefence  of  God  upon  his  Creatures,  na¬ 
turally  tends  to  fill  the  Soul  with  agreeable  RefSnt- 
ments,  to  ftrike  the  Philofopher  upon  his  Knees, 
into  all  the  pious  Diford ers  of  Holy  Wonder  and 
Adoration,  and  to  make  his  Mind  fhine  with  Stu¬ 
dy,  as  it  were  like  the  Face  of  Mofes,  when  he 
came  directly  from  God  himfelf.  While  we  fee 
the  Almighty  Power  and  Goodnefs  in  the  Make 
and  Confervation  of  all  Things,  as  a  Philofopher 
cannot  help  feeing,  we  are  inftrufted  by  the  Sight, 
to  ufe  the  Creature  as  God’s  and  not  our  own  ;  to 
look  upon  our  felves,  not  as  Proprietors,  but  Stew¬ 
ards,  to  think  upon  the  Sick  and  Needy,  and  to 
provide  for  their  Wants  out  of  that  Abundance, 
which  God  has  depofited  in  our  Hands  for  the  Pur¬ 
poses  of  Charity,  and  to  ufe  the  reft  with  Thanks 
and  Moderation.  When  the  grateful  Pla’mift 
would  quicken  his  Spirit,  and  wind  himfelf  up  to 
a  Heavenly  P  itch,  he  does  it  by  Fomenting  his 
Mind  with  the  Consideration  of  the  Particulars  of 
the  Creation,  in  whole  Pfalrns  together,  Pf.  148, 
1 49.  And  here  I  cannot  but  take  notice,  as  well 
for  the  Honour  of  the  Man,  as  the  Example  to  his 
Brethren,  how  the  Excellent  Bellini ,  when  defix’d 
in  the  Contemplations  of  the  Animal  •Fabrick, 
breaks  out  at  every  turn  in  a  kind  of  Divine  Fury, 
and  particularly  mufing  upon  the  motion  of  the 
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Heart,  and  the  Principles  of  Generation,  the  Fire 
kindles,  and  at  laft  he  fpeaks  with  his  Tongue, 
and  in  the  moft  pathetical  Exclamation  concludes 
the  Chapter  to  God  in  thefe  Words.  Ah  Deum  Im~ 
mortalem!  Video  preefens  numen  tuum  in  hi  fee  tarn  pro - 
dmofis  Generation if  initiis ,  ffg  in  altijjimd  eorum  Con¬ 
templations  defirus,  nefcio  quo  aeftro  Admirationis  conci- 
tor ,  &  quafi  mei  impos,  &  quafi  divine  f, mens ,  cohibe- 

re  me  minims  pojfum ,  quin  exclamemi - - Magnus  Vo- 

minus  !  Magnus  Fabricator  hominum  Deus  !  Magnus 
atque  Admirabilis !  Condi  tor  rerum  Veus^  quam  magnus 
es!  Beilin,  de  mot.  cord,  propos.  24.  The  Appli¬ 
cation  I  would  leave  upon  the  Minds  of  his  Bre¬ 
thren,  is,  that  in  their  Contemplations  of  Nature, 
They  would  go  and  do  likewi  fe. 

Befides,  an  intimate  Commerce  with  Gods 
Works,  is  apt  to  give  a  Largenefs  and  Nobility  of 
Soul,  by  lifting  the  Philofopher  above  low  and 
felfifh  Defigns,  which  moft  ufually  people,  narrow 
and  unphilofophick  Spirits,  by  inspiring  generous 
Inventions  for  the  Service  of  God  and  the  Publick ; 
and  what  a  late  honourable  Philofopher  has  done 
for  both,  by  his  Experiments  and  Pofthumous  Cha¬ 
rity,  perfumes  his  Memory  at  prefent ;  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  the  Sweetnefs  will  laft,  and  his  Philofophy 
be  jblefs’d  from  Generation  to  Generation. 

To  conclude,  the  Naturalift  is  always  meeting 
with  Difficulties  and  humbling  Phoenomena  in  the 
Difquifitions  of  Nature  ;  and  thefe  Humiliations 
are  good  to  difmount  Pride  and  Confidence  in  Mat¬ 
ters  of  Religion;  this  Senfie  of  his  Intellectual 
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Weaknefs  is  a  -  Sped fck  againft  that  Scurvy  Itch  of 
Difputing,  that  is  fo  apt  to  breed  ill  Blood  among 
the  Difputants,  and  to  fill  the  Mind  with  little  elfe 
but  Wind  and  Notion.  This  Diffidence  and  Mo- 
defty  in  Judgment,  the  Philofopher  finds  fo  much 
Rea fon  for,  makes  him  proceed  with  Caution, 
makes  him  confider  much,  and  hear  patiently ; 
ftate  fairly,  and  diftinguifli  nicely ;  reafon  with¬ 
out  Wrangling,  fhine  without  Flaming,  and  differ 
without  Dividing :  In  a  Word,  makes  him  prefer 
Peace  and  Friendfhip,  Obedience  and  Charity,  a- 
bove  naked  Orthodoxy.  Thefe  I  take  to  be  the 
genuine  Fruits  of  a  fober  Inquiry  into  the  Works 
of  God ;  and  if  fo,  I  think  they  fufficiently  prove 
the  Study  of  Nature  to  be  ferviceable  to  Religion ,  which 
was  the  la  ft  Thing  to  be  prov’d. 

I  have  been  too  long  upon  the  Subject,  to  detain 
you  much  longer  in  the  Application,  and  fhall 
therefore  but  juft  remind  you,  that  the  Heathen 
World  had  the  Law  written  upon  the  Heart,  and 
the  Manifeftations  of  God  in  his  Creatures;  this 
was  the  Rule,  and  the  only  Rule  they  had  to  Live 
by,  and  for  not  doing  it,  were  concluded  without 
Excufe.  But  we  (Blefled  be  God  for  ever  for  it) 
have  had  his  Son  our  Saviour  Jefus  Chri ft  come 
down  from  Heaven  in  our  own  Flefti,  to  inftruct 
us  by  Precept  and  Example,  who  fpake  as  never 
Man  fpake,  and  liv’d  as  never  Man  liv’d,  who 
has  deliver’d  us  from  the  Conjectures  of  Philofo- 
phy,  from  the  long  and  anxious  Deductions  of 

'  Reafon, 
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Reafon ,  both  in  point  of  Duty  and  Reward ;  tor 
his  Rifing  from  the  Dead,  is  an  Argument  fo  fenfi- 
ble,  fo  clear  and  convi&ive  to  the  meaneft  Appre¬ 
hensions,  that  there  is  not  the  leaft  Room  left  for 
the  Pain  of  Opinion  about  another  Life.  He  has 
likewife  given  us  Apoftles  and  Martyrs,  and  a 
Cloud  of  Witneffes  to  go  before  us,  and  a  (landing 
Order  of  Men  to  inculcate  thefe  Things  continual¬ 
ly  upon  our  Minds,  and  his  Grace  to  conduct  and 
comfort  us  in  our  way  to  Heaven.  Take  heed , 
therefore  my  Brethren ,  left  there  be  in  any  of  you  an  evil 
Heart  of  Vnbelief  in  departing  from  the  living  God. 
Remember  it  will  be  more  tollerable  for  Tyre  and 
Sidon ,  Sodom  and  Gomorrah ,  in  the  Day  of  Judg¬ 
ment,  for  thofe  who  never  heard  of  Chrift,  than 
for  thofe  who  have  heard  of  him,  but  not  to  the 
Purpofes  of  good  Living,  who  after  all  this  Light 
have  fate  in  Darknefs,  and  neglefted  fo  great  Sal¬ 
vation  ;  you  mu  ft  be  fure  then  to  give  the  Holy 
Scriptures  the  firft  Place  in  your  Study  and  Affecti¬ 
on  ;  and  if  you  fix  one  End  of  the  Compafs  upon 
the  Bible,  you  may  turn  about  the  other  at  Plea- 
lure,  with  Curiofity  and  Freedom  becoming  a 
Philofopher,  always  keeping  your  Eye  upon  the 
Creator,  while  you  Converfe  with  his  Creatures, 
and  not  like  the  ungrateful  Shepherds,  forgetting 
.the  Fountain,  when  you  are  drinking  the  Streams; 
and  thus  while  you  make  God’s  Works,  as  well  as 
his  Word,  contribute  to  his  Glory  and  your  own 
Edification,  you  ftsine  in  your  Sphere,  and  adorn 
your  Profefficn,  and  become  the  Friends  both  of 
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God.  and  Man.  And  may  it  pleafe  Almighty  God, 
to  blefs  your  Studies  for  the  Increafe  of  Health, 
for  your  own  Satisfaction,  and  for  the  Pleafure  and 
Benefit  of  Mankind,  and  that  by  the  wholfome  Medu 
cities  of  his  Doffriney  all  the  Difeafes  of  our  Souls 
may  be  heal’d^  thro '  the  Merits  of  his  Son  Jefits  Cbrift 
our  Lord.  Amen. 


F  /  N  I  S. 
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